
Flight Safety Foundation

Flight Safety Foundation was formed in 1947 to pursue 
the continuous improvement of global aviation safety. The 
Foundation meets this objective through research, auditing, 
education, advocacy and publishing. As an independent, 
impartial and non-profit international membership 
organization, the Foundation is in a unique position to identify 
global safety issues, set priorities and serve as a catalyst to 
address the issues. The Foundation’s effectiveness in bridging 
cultural and political differences in the common cause of safety 
has earned worldwide respect. Today, membership includes 
more than 1,200 organizations and individuals in 150 countries. 
The Foundation is based in Alexandria, Virginia, USA, has a 
regional office in Melbourne, Australia and is affiliated with 
associate organizations in Japan, Russia, Southeast Europe, 
Taiwan, China and West Africa.

FSF BARS Safety Alerts

BARS Member Organizations now receive Safety Alerts
generated from the BARS Program Office. These Safety
Alerts are derived from safety information forwarded to the
Program office by Member Organizations. This information
is de-identified and distributed to other BARS Member
Organizations via BARSoft.

Basic Aviation Risk 
Standard (BARS)

A Program to assist with managing 
aviation risk for your people

“The Flight Safety Foundation BARS Program provides 

BHP Billiton with the ability to access comprehensive 

and objective audit data to a known industry-

supported standard. When combined with risk-based 

field reviews, the data enables assessment of both 

design and effectiveness of critical controls and the 

ability to better manage our aviation risk.”

Cameron Ross
Senior Manager Aviation Safety 
BHP Billiton

Putting South Africa First

For more information visit: 
www.flightsafety.org/bars
or contact the BARS Program Office 
ph: +61 1300 557 162 
email: bars@flightsafety.org FSF v2.5



B a s i c  A v i a t i o n  R i s k  S t a n d a r d

Benefits for Members of the Program

• �  Application of a single, resource sector derived global 
standard for aviation operations;

• �  Access to a comprehensive online database of aircraft 
operators audited against the BAR Standard;

• �� Access to audit reports and shared data identifying safety 
trends and issues;

• �� Analysis of audit findings by region to identify trends and 
assist with risk management;

• �� Access to an aircraft accident summary pertaining to 
resource sector operations;

• �� A single standard which aids adoption and compliance by 
aircraft operators;

• �� Confidence in the quality and consistency of audits and 
auditor standards;

• � A robust and independent audit quality assurance process;

• � Receipt of FSF BARS Safety Alerts; and

• � Membership of the Technical Advisory Committee.

About the Standard

Many resource sector companies rely on chartered aircraft 
operators for a number of support activities including, most 
importantly, the movement of company personnel.

The aircraft supporting these activities range from small single 
engine helicopters to transport category jet aircraft, utilized in a 
variety of challenging environments.

The BAR Standard was developed from an industry identified 
need to establish a common global safety audit standard to be 
applied to resource sector aviation support activities. It is risk‐
based and is framed against the actual threats posed to aviation 
operations and links these to associated controls, mitigation and 
recovery measures.

Through our discreet database, BARSoft, member resource 
companies are able to share in the reports of aircraft operators 
audited to the BAR Standard. This also results in a reduction of 
audit costs and a reduction in the number of audits conducted.

The BARS Program allows contracting companies to increase 
their level of safety risk and assurance oversight in aviation 
support activities.

BARS Member Organizations

The BARS Program benefits all companies that contract 
aircraft operators to provide personnel transport and aviation 
services to them. In addition to access to BARS audit reports, 
a number of additional tools are made available to BARS 
Member Organizations.

There are four levels of membership each of which is tailored 
to the size and need of each organization.

“Rio Tinto views the Basic Aviation Risk Standard as 

having the potential to significantly improve the safety 

performance of our extensive aviation operations 

undertaken in support of the onshore resources industry 

and by doing so contribute to our corporate goal of zero 

harm to our staff and contractors.”

Geoff Want
Group Advisor – Aviation Safety
Rio Tinto

The following are some of the growing number of  
Member Organizations:


